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representative committees to co-operate with the Com-
mission. He therefore invited the Indian Legislatures,
Central and Provincial, to appoint such committees : eight
out of nine Provincial Councils agreed to do so but the
Legislative Assembly remained adamant. A Central Com-
mittee representing both the Chambers, however, had to
be formed in order to complete the scheme of co-operation
with Indian opinion. Sir John requested His Excellency,
Lord Irwin, to appoint a Central Committee to sit with
the Commission throughout its labours (t as a joint free
conference/' The Council of State readily appointed three
representatives of its own body and the Viceroy nominated
six members of the Legislative Assembly ; and with these
nine members the Central Committee was constituted.
The actual contributions these committees were able to
make to the Commission in their search for solutions of
various special problems (e.g. Defence, Finance, Communal
electorate, relations between the Central and Provincial
Governments, etc.) were exceedingly poor. We shall refer
to the Report of the Indian Central Committee later in
connection with our general review of the Commission's
work. Since the growth of education is an essential factor
in the determination of constitutional development, an
Auxiliary Committee under the chairmanship of Sir Philip
Hartog was appointed for a comprehensive survey of
educational problems of India. Mr. W. T. (now Sir Walter)
Layton, editor of the Economist, acted as financial assessor
to the Commission. All these arrangements for a searching
enquiry into every aspect of the Indian Government, Central
and Provincial, were made during a preliminary visit of the
Commission in February 1928.
But the main body of Indian public opinion, represented
by the Congress and a number of All-India leaders repre-
senting the Liberals and the Moslems, continued to demand
that the " All-British Commission " had no right to deter-
mine the future Constitution for India* To them it was a
" national insult," and some of them proposed the setting
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